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Diploma students shine in Seussical!

... to our Summer 2015 Newsletter. It is lovely to see
some summer sunshine and it certainly adds to the
zeal of our young people as they continue to learn and
have fun at Wac Arts. While the summer term seems to
be passing by at breakneck speed, both our staff and
volunteers have been busy running programmes and
important events. This period has been exceptionally
exciting with the visit by HRH Duke of Edinburgh,
Seussical the Musical and a celeb studded Industry Event!

Our Diploma students made us proud once again.
April began with Diploma student Porsha Grant
performing at the Drive Forward Foundation charity
event, where she impressed everyone with her jazz
and blues vocals. In early May, two of our Diploma
graduates, Patience and Fumi, performed on the
Sadler’s Wells main stage as part of the Breakin’
Convention Hip Hop Dance festival alongside some
of the biggest names in international street dance.

Let’s have a look back at the past few months
on events and news at Wac Arts.

On the 18th June the Diploma Production started the
3 night run of its vibrant performance of Seussical –
The Musical! A sell out every night with an extra show
being added due to demand, the production was utterly
fantastic! The performances were larger than life,
full of exciting and lovable characters, show stopping
musical numbers and a truly unique story that only
Dr Seuss could have dreamed up. Everyone left the
theatre cheerful and impressed with these young stars!

A visit from HRH The Duke of Edinburgh

His Royal Highness, Duke of Edinburgh visited Wac
Arts on May 26th as a part of an event hosted by
London Youth. We had the privilege of sharing the
range of work being delivered at Wac Arts with HRH,
The Duke of Edinburgh and other London Funders.
HRH visited the young people in their evening classes
where students showed off their skills in aerials, fencing,
animation and lots more. He was extremely keen to
speak to the participants and pleased to watch such
positive young people doing what they love. Zak Osman
(Alumnus and London Youth Ambassador) delivered
a heart warming speech after dinner. We can’t thank
London Youth enough for organising this amazing event
and giving the young people at Wac Arts this opportunity!

We also held another round of Diploma auditions on
June 28th for the new term beginning in September,
during which our Diploma team got to meet the next
potential cohort of talented performers soon to join
us for three years of drama, dance and singing.

Wac Arts AIR
The latest Wac Arts AIR exhibition, The Spring Collection
by the late Ruth Leibman, ended on May 30th 2015. The
entire collection was available to buy, with all proceeds
from the sale supporting the charitable work of Wac
Arts. We raised a whopping £4000 from the exhibition!
The Ruth Leibman Trust and the artist Caroline
Tate have donated 20 paintings for us to sell with
100% of proceeds going to support our young
people. To see the art that is available please visit
www.WacArts.co.uk/AIR and then get in touch
if you are interested in purchasing a piece!

Please support Wac Arts!

Industry Event

You can become a Wac Arts Backer through personal
fundraising and signing up to our membership scheme! A
fundraising toolkit and all information to sign up is on our
website at www.WacArts.co.uk/SupportUs
Become a Wac Arts Backer today and help us keep
running integral and exciting programmes for young
people.

We hosted a highly successful Industry Event on May
17th. The event was hosted by Wac Arts Alumnus
Danny Sapani, and guests included Helen McCrory
(Skyfall), Damian Lewis (Homeland), Alex Jennings
(The Queen), Max Stafford Clark (Theatre Director),
Owen Teale (Game of Thrones), Frances de la Tour
(Alice in Wonderland), Phil Daniels (Quadrophenia,
Eastenders) and many more. Students from all courses
performed and the talent on stage had the audience
captivated. The performance finished to a round of
thunderous applause which the students thoroughly
deserved. The young people not only got to perform
to the stars, they also had the chance to talk to them
about their own experiences in the industry which was
of tremendous benefit to all of the young performers.
We will be holding another Industry Event in the Autumn
so watch this space for who our guests may be!

Holiday Programmes
The past three months have been extremely busy for
Junior, Senior, and Wonder Wac Arts, with the Easter
Projects, Half Term Projects and the end of term
sharing. Easter project - Movin’ Image, and the half term
project – Random Camden were all about storytelling,
photography, and film making. The students learned
technical details involved in filming and photography,
visiting different sites around Camden to study the history
of the area and then making a film of their findings.
The Wonder Wac Arts Easter Project focussed on
movement and image. Through Tai Chi, dance, artwork
and games, the young people explored expression via
body movement. Wac Arts Interactive students learned
to make their own video games in Scratch, software that
introduces young people to coding. They loved learning
this new skill and many want to carry on coding and
developing their skills further. The over 18s WinWin group
went on residential to Juniper Hall in Surrey as part of
a Field Studies Council Trip. The experience involved
team building with activities like survival challenge,
learning the microscopic features of insects, swimming,
and of course enjoying the glorious countryside.

Dates for your diary
Recruiting for our Summer Schools Now!
Active : 3rd-7th Aug
Parkour - Aerials - Fencing - Trampolining
For 13-19 year olds. £25 for the week*
Dance Masterclasses : 10th-14th & 17th-21st Aug
Masterclasses in dance with Uchenna Dance
For 16+ year olds (some dance experience required).
Performing Arts : 24th-28th Aug
Pick two: Drama - Song - Physical Theatre - Dance
For 14-20 year olds. £25 for the week*
Professional Approaches : 24th-28th Aug (eves)
Pick one from: Drama - Song - Music
For 18-26 year olds (high level of experience required).
£20 for the week*
*Concessions available

For more information please contact
020 7692 5888 or email Summer@WacArts.co.uk

Junior Wac Arts students presented gripping
performances for their half term sharing. Renne
Thomas was awarded with the Jack Petchey award
for outstanding achievement in the arts, and the
London to Brighton cyclists received certificates
of achievement as a thank you for the £3000 they
raised to help our weekend programmes next year.

Wac Arts InFlight - Aerials
May began with the intensive InFlight Taster Days
searching for the final 22 participant of this exciting
course at Wac Arts. With the 22 aerialists chosen
the InFlight classes are now in full swing and the
first term is already on its way to completion. We
popped in to see them and they were literally
flying! We cannot wait for their first sharing and
the final performance in 2016 which is set to be
an illuminating, Town Hall scaling spectacle!
Wac Arts Company No.: 1158819 Registered Charity No.: 267043

Wac Arts College Sharing
Friday 17th July : 6-8pm
This is the end of the College’s first year so
certainly worth celebrating! Please contact
Cordelia.Longworth@WacArts.co.uk
to reserve a ticket.
Our friend’s at Camden People’s Theatre present:
A playday and a salon on better politics

25th-26th July : Coney invites you to take part in a
weekend of play and conversation towards making
a better politics about a common good, making and
sharing tools for political engagement and a different
kind of activism. Book Now at: www.cptheatre.co.uk
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